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Introduction to IGCSEs

IGCSE stands for ‘International General Certificate of Secondary Education’, which is the
standard 16+ public examination within the British Curriculum. There are several exam boards
that offer IGCSEs approved by the UK qualifications authority, and they are commonly offered
either as UK qualifications (GCSE) or as international ones. Schools are free to make their own
choices of the examination board and PACE British School currently offers qualifications
from Cambridge International Examinations (CIE).

The British education system encourages specialization and IGCSEs are the first in a series of
stages of refinement towards A levels. Degree choices are the next phase in this process.
IGCSE examinations require a two-year course of study; hence the need to choose now which
subjects will be studied from September 2021 leading to examinations which will be taken in
May and June 2023. IGCSEs are designed to examine all ability ranges. Choosing IGCSE
subjects to study is an exciting stage in the course of Year 9.

The Purpose of this  Booklet is to:

● Present to parents and pupils the courses which are planned for the IGCSE programme
from September 2021

● Outline the content, course structure and assessment criteria of each syllabus.
● Help you to make informed decisions appropriate for the subsequent stages of your

educational career.

Advice for Students:

Do choose a subject if:
● You enjoy it.
● You are successful at it.
● This subject may help you to achieve your career plans.

Do not choose a subject if:
● The subject looks an easy option - all GCSE courses have a similar level of difficulty
● You want to do it because your friend is also doing the subject. He or she may have

different abilities and different career plans. They may also be in a different group to you.
● You like the teacher you have this year. It is quite possible that you will have a different

teacher next year.
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Options Timeline:

Options
Assembly
(Zoom)

11 am, Tuesday
26th January

Students will be introduced to the options process via an
assembly in school. Parents are welcome to join in from home.

Zoom link:
https://zoom.us/j/91893825578?pwd=bDV4dG9mWVEvS1I4bmRr
VzRxUjdQZz09

Meeting ID: 918 9382 5578
Passcode: 2zpb8r

Subject
information
sessions (Zoom)

2.30 pm to 4.00
pm,  Tuesday
26th January

Join subject specialists via Zoom to ask any questions regarding
their subject.  These are not private meetings and the Zoom
sessions will be open (without a waiting room)  for all parents of
Year 9 to pop in and out. (Zoom ID’s were sent on the parent
letter last week)

Year 9 Parents
Evening (Zoom)

2.30 pm to 5 pm
Monday 1st
February

Speak to teachers regarding student progress and attainment in
each subject. (Zoom ID’s and appointment forms were sent on
the parent letter last week)

Option
Selections

February to
March 2021

Ensure all options forms are handed to your form teachers. Online
students to email the forms through.

Option blocks will then be organised and final subjects will be released depending on popularity.
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UAE and Arab Passport Holders: Requirements for the system of
equivalency of private schools certificates.
(The requirements are currently under review - what follows is only valid until the end of the academic year 2020/21)

What is Equivalency?

Equivalency (Secondary School Leaving Certificate) is a student’s evidence that they have
successfully completed Secondary Schooling in the UAE. Originally developed for Arabic
Curriculum Schools, it is now often referred to as the “Equivalence Certificate” because students
following an alternative curriculum (such as the British Curriculum on offer at PACE British
School) can now gain the certificate having attended an international school.

How does a student achieve Equivalency?

In order to achieve the Equivalence Certificate, the Ministry of Education specify that the
following criteria are met:

1. Within the British Curriculum, students are expected to complete Year 13
2. Students have to achieve 5 IGCSEs at Grade C or above (Subjects include

mathematics, English language, English literature, science, history, geography, business
studies, art and French)

3. Students have to pass 2 AS Levels at Grade D or above from the subjects listed above
4. Students must pass both the Ministry of Education Arabic (Native for passport holders of

Arabic countries or Non-Native for passport holders of Non-Arabic countries) and Islamic
Studies (if applicable) examinations.

Why does a student need to achieve Equivalency?

Any student who has studied in the UAE for their final secondary school years (Year 10
onwards) is advised to take all appropriate efforts to achieve Equivalency unless they can
answer “No’ to all of the following questions:

1. Do you intend to study in the UAE after the age of 18?
2. Do you intend to study in another Arabic country after the age of 18?
3. Do you intend to work in the UAE at any point after the age of 18?

For some students, it will be their intention to study at University in a non-Arabic country. It is
clear that for these students, points 1 & 2 (above) do not apply, and some students may have
already decided that they intend to work overseas after finishing University. However, a student
who has studied beyond Year 10 in the UAE may still be asked to produce their Equivalency
certificate many years later if they choose to apply for employment in the UAE or another Arabic
country.
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Students who do not have the Equivalency Certificate will be at a distinct disadvantage in future
years when applying for employment in the UAE. Federal law dictates that all Federal
employees (i.e. those working in the Armed Forces or Ministry Departments such as Labour,
Interior or Education) must have the Equivalency Certificate.

Under our current IGCSE options, all students will meet the IGCSE requirements for
Equivalency as they will take English Language, English Literature, Maths and Science (2
GCSEs). However, as explained at the beginning of this section, the system (and the subjects
accepted) are under review. We will update students and parents once the review is complete
and we are made aware of the new requirements by the Ministry of Education (MOE).

Equivalency Certificates or University Admissions for Other
Countries:

It is the parent’s responsibility to ensure that admissions criteria for universities and Equivalency
criteria are met by the student for the country that they wish to gain entrance for higher
education.  Students at PACE British School, Sharjah, will receive a minimum of 8 IGCSEs with
the opportunity for 3 additional IGCSEs (English literature, Arabic (A or B) and Islamiyat).
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IGCSE Options Form

Mandatory
1

Mandatory 2 Mandatory 3 Mandatory 4 Mandatory 5 Mandatory 6 Option 1 Option 2 Option 3

(Pick 1) (Pick 1) (Pick 1) (Pick 1) (Pick 1) (Pick 1) (Pick 1)

4 periods 5 periods 4 periods 4 periods 2 periods 1 period each 3 Periods 3 Periods 3 Periods

Mathematics Double
Science
(Co-ordinated.
2 IGCSEs)

English
Second
Language +
English
Literature
IGCSE

UAE Arabic
First
Language

UAE Islamic
Studies

Social Studies Business
Studies

Computer
Science

Triple Science
(3 IGCSEs)

Triple Science
(3 IGCSEs)

English First
Language
IGCSE +
English
Literature
IGCSE

UAE Arabic
Second
Language

UAE Islamic
Studies +
IGCSE
Islamiyat

PE Geography French Business
Studies

UAE Arabic
First
Language +
Arabic First
Language
IGCSE

Non- Muslim -
Study Period

Accounting History

UAE Arabic
Second
Language +
Arabic Foreign
Language
IGCSE

Please note:

1. Students wanting to study Triple Science must ensure they choose the Triple Science in option 3
to ensure they receive enough teaching hours.

2. Entry to English Literature IGCSE will be based on student ability and the decision will be made
by the student’s English Teacher. Students will study for both English and English Literature in the
allocated English periods.

3. Only Muslim students have to take Islamic. Non-Muslim students will use this time for
independent study.

4. All students holding passports from Arabic speaking countries must take Arabic A as one of their
options. These are taught as both MoE and IGCSE. Non-Arab students may choose Arabic A
IGCSE as one of their options if they are fluent.

5. Students who have registered at the school using an Arab passport are required by UAE law to
study the Ministry of Education Arabic course, known as Arabic A, for 4 periods per week.

6. Optional subjects that do not meet the minimum number of students will not run. In such cases,
students will be automatically moved to the other available option in the same block.

7. Students holding passports where English is the first language must select the first language
English course
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Options Form: https://forms.gle/vJ5PoXsNxXzL8Fw98

Please write your chosen subjects from the 3 optional columns below:

Option 1 Option 2 Option 3

Preference

Please circle your preference of mandatory subject combinations below:

Mandatory 2 Double Science (Co-ordinated = 2 IGCSEs) Triple Science (3 IGCSEs) Must choose the
same for option 3.

Mandatory 3 English Second Language + English Literature
IGCSE

English First Language IGCSE + English
Literature IGCSE

Mandatory 4 UAE Arabic First
Language

UAE Arabic Second
Language

UAE Arabic First
Language + Arabic
First Language IGCSE

UAE Arabic Second
Language + Arabic
Foreign Language
IGCSE

Mandatory 5 UAE Islamic Studies UAE Islamic Studies +
IGCSE Islamiyat

Non- Muslim - Study Period

Student Full Name:

Parent Full Name:

Parent Signature: Date:

Please note:  It is the parents’ responsibility to check requirements for their own country Equivalency certificates and
higher education admission criteria.
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GCSE Subjects Available
For

2021 - 2023

(Core Subjects Followed by Optional Subjects)
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Core Subjects:
English First Language IGCSE (0500)

English as a Second Language IGCSE (0511)

Mathematics IGCSE (0580)

Science Co-ordinated (Double) IGCSE (0653)

Science (Biology) - Triple (0610)

Science (Chemistry) - Triple (0620)

Science (Physics) - Triple (0625)

Ministry of Education (MoE): Arabic A and B

Ministry of Education (MoE): Islamic A and B

Ministry of Education (MoE): Moral Education

Ministry of Education (MoE): Social Studies A and B
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English First Language IGCSE (0500)

Link to Cambridge Exam Specification:
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/414236-2020-2022-syllabus.pdf

Why Study English?
Cambridge IGCSE First Language English is designed for students whose mother tongue is English. The
course allows students to:
• develop the ability to communicate clearly, accurately and effectively when speaking and writing
• learn how to use a wide range of vocabulary, and the correct grammar, spelling and punctuation
• develop a personal style and an awareness of the audience being addressed.

Students are also encouraged to read widely, both for their own enjoyment and to further their awareness
of the ways in which English can be used. Cambridge IGCSE First Language English also develops more
general analysis and communication skills such as synthesis, inference, and the ability to order facts and
present opinions effectively.

How Will I Be Assessed?
All candidates take two papers. Paper 1, and one of Paper 2 or Component 3. C

Where will this course take me?
Achieving a good standard of speaking and writing in English can only enhance your value in the job
market
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English as a Second Language IGCSE (0511)

Link to Cambridge Exam Specification:
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/556906-2022-2023-syllabus.pdf

Why Study English?
Cambridge IGCSE English as a Second Language is accepted by universities and employers as proof of
ability to understand and communicate in English. It is aimed at students whose first language is not
English, but who use it as a lingua franca or language of study. Successful English as a Second
Language candidates have better educational or employment prospects and gain lifelong skills, including:
• better communicative ability in English
• improved ability to understand a range of social registers and styles
• a greater awareness of the nature of language and language-learning skills
• a greater international perspective
• a sound foundation for progression to employment or further study.

How Will I Be Assessed?
All candidates take three components. Candidates who have studied the Core syllabus content should be
entered for Paper 1, Paper 3 and Component 5. These candidates will be eligible for grades C to G.
Candidates who have studied the Extended syllabus content should be entered for Paper 2, Paper 4 and
Component 5. These candidates will be eligible for grades A* to E.
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Where will this course take me?
Achieving a good standard of speaking and writing in English can only enhance your value in the job
market. One of the careers most often associated with an English language graduate is teaching, either in
primary or secondary education, but many other options are available in this area including – if you have
the appropriate foreign language skills – teaching English as a foreign language. Another common career
path for graduates is journalism or writing, often done following a postgraduate course. These options
make clear use of the kind of transferable skills you can expect to acquire over the course of your degree.
English graduates may also find work in the areas of marketing and public relations, where their strong
grasp of the finer points of the English language can prove to be very useful to potential employers.
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Mathematics IGCSE (0580)

Link to Cambridge Exam Specification:
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/597037-2023-2024-syllabus.pdf

Why Study Mathematics?
Cambridge IGCSE Mathematics is accepted by universities and employers as proof of mathematical
knowledge and understanding.  As successful Cambridge IGCSE Mathematics candidates gain lifelong
skills, including:
• the development of their mathematical knowledge
• confidence by developing a feel for numbers, patterns and relationships
• an ability to consider and solve problems and present and interpret results
• communication and reason using mathematical concepts
• a solid foundation for further study (A levels / University Degree / Apprenticeships)

How Will I Be Assessed?

Where will this course take me?
A good grade at Mathematics IGCSE or equivalent qualification is an essential for many careers including
Engineering, Finance, Teaching, Business and Architecture and it is often a required A Level option for
pursuing them. It is also recommended for other careers (e.g. Medicine, Telecoms, Computing and the
Environment) and is considered a desirable subject for all, due to its numerous transferable skills.
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Science Co-ordinated (Double) IGCSE (0653)

Link to Cambridge Exam Specification:
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/557017-2022-syllabus-.pdf

Why Study Science?
Cambridge IGCSE Co-ordinated Sciences gives students the opportunity to study biology, chemistry and
physics before choosing if they wish to specialize for A Levels. This subject enables them to learn the
basic principles of each subject through a mix of theoretical and practical studies. There is an emphasis
on developing an understanding and using the scientific skills essential for further study while studying the
subject. The Scientific method fosters thinking skills, this helps develop a logical thinking mindset where
students can experiment and think critically for themselves. The syllabus is aimed to reach all students on
the spectrum allowing them to show success over a full range of grades from A*A* to GG.

What topics will you study?

Biology Chemistry Physics

· Characteristics of living
organisms
· Cells
· Biological molecules
· Enzymes
· Plant nutrition
· Animal nutrition
· Transport
· Gas exchange and
respiration
· Coordination and
response
· Reproduction
· Inheritance
· Organisms and their
environment
· Human influences on
ecosystems

· The particulate nature of
matter
· Experimental techniques
· Atoms, elements and
compounds
· Stoichiometry
· Electricity and chemistry
· Energy changes in
chemical reactions
· Chemical reactions
· Acids, bases and salts
· The Periodic Table
· Metals
· Air and water
· Sulfur
· Carbonates
· Organic chemistry

· Motion
· Work, energy and power
· Thermal physics
· Properties of waves,
including light and sound
· Electricity and
magnetism
· Electric circuits
· Electromagnetic effects
· Atomic physics
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How Will I Be Assessed?
All candidates take three papers. Candidates who have studied the Core subject content, or who are
expected to achieve a grade D or below, should be entered for Paper 1, Paper 3 and either Paper 5 or
Paper 6. These candidates will be eligible for grades C to G. Candidates who have studied the Extended
subject content (Core and Supplement), and who are expected to achieve a grade C or above, should be
entered for Paper 2, Paper 4 and either Paper 5 or Paper 6. These candidates will be eligible for grades
A* to G.

Core candidates take Extended candidates take

Paper 1 (45mins) 30%
Multiple choice
40 marks
Externally assessed

Paper 2 (45) 30%
Multiple choice
40 marks
Externally assessed

Paper 3 (1hr 15mins) 50%
Short answers and structured questions (Core
content)
80 marks
Externally assessed

Paper 4 (1hr 15mins) 50%
Short answers and structured questions (Core and
extended content)
80 marks
Externally assessed

Paper 5 or 6 20%
Practical Test (1hr 15mins)
Or Alternative to Practical (1hr)

Paper 5 or 6 20%
Practical Test (1hr 15 mins)
Or Alternative to Practical (1hr)

Will be eligible for grade C to G Eligible for grades A* to G

Where will this course take me?
Science has been one of the most popular streams to study for the following reasons:

● It can lead to careers such as an engineer, doctor, nurse, vet, pharmacist, beautician, architect,
physiotherapist, pilot, scientist  etc.

● A high proportion of university programmes and careers depend on scientific skill.
● A Major benefit that science students have over other students is that they are eligible for almost

all science as well as non-science career options, so if a student is unsure of what career path
they will take it is better they don’t close off their options.

● Science subjects fosters thinking skills and these skills can be applied in many areas of study.
● Science also feeds a natural love of learning, one of the greatest gifts to teach our students. This

is enabled through science by students being inquisitive, exploring and investigating the subject.
This can feed into other subjects.
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Science Biology (Triple) IGCSE (0610)

Link to Cambridge Exam Specification:
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/595426-2023-2025-syllabus.pdf

Triple awarded science involves studying all three sciences and emerging with separate IGCSEs in
Biology, Chemistry and Physics. A subject specialist will teach each science subject. There is no
coursework involved, although an understanding of practical work and the ability to evaluate experimental
evidence is examined through the written paper. This course is linear, with all examinations being taken at
the end of Year 11. All students are taught material for separate Science IGCSE in Biology, Chemistry
and Physics, then within these subjects each student can enter the core or extended examinations
depending on advice from their teacher. Both examinations cover the same topics but extended there is
more content and detail. The triple science course is slightly more demanding than alternative courses.
But it is an excellent platform for those who wish to pursue a career in science.

Why Study Biology?
Biology is the study of living things. The study of biology connects us to the fascinating world we are living
in and reminds of us our interconnectedness with all other life. The overall aim of this biology course is to
give students a grounding in the biological sciences, to equip them with an understanding of the scientific
method and to instil an appreciation of and respect for the living world around us.  It is a very
comprehensive introduction to biology and would suit those thinking of pursuing A-Level Biology and
careers in Biology.

What topics will you study?

1.Characteristics and classification
of living organisms
2.Organization of the organism
3. Movement in and out of cells
4. Biological molecules
5. Enzymes
6. Plant nutrition
7. Human nutrition

8. Transport in plants
9. Transport in animals
10.Diseases and immunity
11.Gas exchange in humans
12.Respiration
13.Excretion in humans
14.Coordination and response

15.Drugs
16.Reproduction
17.   Inheritance
18.Variation and selection
19.Organisms and their
environment
20. Biotechnology and genetic
engineering
21. Human influences on
ecosystems.

16

https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/595426-2023-2025-syllabus.pdf


How will I be assessed?
Assessment objectives (AO) as a percentage of the qualification:

Assessment Objective Weighting in IGCSE%

AO1 Knowledge with understanding 50%

AO2 Handling information and problem solving 30%

AO3 Experimental skills and investigations 20%

Core candidates take Extended candidates take

Paper 1 (45mins) 30%
Multiple choice
40 marks
Externally assessed

Paper 2 (45) 30%
Multiple choice
40 marks
Externally assessed

Paper 3 (1hr 15mins) 50%
Short answers and structured questions
(Core content)
80 marks
Externally assessed

Paper 4 (1hr 15mins) 50%
Short answers and structured questions (Core and
extended content)
80 marks
Externally assessed

Paper 5 or 6 20%
Practical Test (1hr 15mins)
Or Alternative to Practical (1hr)

Paper 5 or 6 20%
Practical Test (1hr 15mins)
Or Alternative to Practical (1hr)

Will be eligible for grade C to G Eligible for grades A* to G

Where will this course take me?

● This course gives students a taste of the standard and requirements for A-Level Biology.
● It leads the way in setting the foundation to build on for A-Level biology as many of the topics are

carried out at greater detail at A-Level biology
● It gives students an outstanding foundation to build on for further studies in biology internationally.
● It can help students build an interest in the subject.
● It enables students to pursue careers in medicine, nursing, pharmacy, botany, zoology,

environmental careers, biomedical engineer, microbiologist, Ecologist, forensic scientist, Nature
conservation and research etc.
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Science Chemistry (Triple) IGCSE (0620)

Link to Cambridge Exam Specification:
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/595428-2023-2025-syllabus.pdf

Why Study Chemistry?

The course aims to stimulate the pupils’ interest and awareness of the role of Chemistry in the modern
world by relating theoretical concepts to industrial processes and to everyday situations. Along with the
other sciences, Chemistry serves as a vehicle for teaching the general principles of scientific investigation
such as accurate observation and recording, followed by formulation of a hypothesis and designing valid
experiments to test it. Much of this course is practical based. There are a number of Core Practicals
which must be completed to demonstrate that the pupils have experienced experimental chemistry. This
course is relatable to ‘real life’ and this enables students to have a widespread understanding and the
way materials are used in the world, including in industrial, technological and environmental areas.
Questions on experimental technique and principles will be included in the written exam.

What topics will you study?

1.The particulate nature of matter
2.Experimental techniques
3. Atoms, elements and compounds
4.Stroichiometry
5.Electricity and chemistry
6.Chemical energetics
7.Chemical reaction

8.Acids, bases and salts
9.The periodic Table
10.Metals
11.Air and water
12. Sulfur
13.Carbonates
14.Organic chemistry

How will you be assessed?

Assessment objectives (AO) as a percentage of the qualification:

Assessment Objective Weighting in IGCSE%

AO1 Knowledge with understanding 50%

AO2 Handling information and problem solving 30%

AO3 Experimental skills and investigations 20%
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Core candidates take Extended candidates take

Paper 1 (45mins) 30%
Multiple choice
40 marks
Externally assessed

Paper 2 (45) 30%
Multiple choice
40 marks
Externally assessed

Paper 3 (1hr 15mins) 50%
Short answers and structured questions
(Core content)
80 marks
Externally assessed

Paper 4 (1hr 15mins) 50%
Short answers and structured questions (Core and
extended content)
80 marks
Externally assessed

Paper 5 or 6 20%
Practical Test (1hr 15mins)
Or Alternative to Practical (1hr)

Paper 5 or 6 20%
Practical Test (1hr 15mins)
Or Alternative to Practical (1hr)

Will be eligible for grade C to G Eligible for grades A* to G

Where will this course take me?
● This course gives students a taste of the standard and requirements for A-Level Chemistry
● Stimulate a fascination for chemistry which will endure beyond GCSE
● Provide students with a firm foundation in chemistry to build towards further studies at A-Level

and beyond.
● A career in chemistry related jobs such as pharmacist, chemical engineer, chemical analyst,

research, chemical technician, chemical safety officer, crime lab assistant, Dentist, industry jobs,
Food and drug developer, Food and drug inspector, Forensic lab analyst, nuclear chemist,
organic chemist, Toxicology, Water quality and treatment, Agricultural science, Medical writer.
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Science Physics (Triple) IGCSE (0625)

Link to Cambridge Exam Specification:
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/595430-2023-2025-syllabus.pdf

Why Study Physics?

This course is designed to give students an understanding and knowledge of the models that physicists
use daily to help explain and predict everyday effects and events. The scope of this course reflects this
from the world of the very small, atom, to the very large, our universe. Along the way the pupils will
discover radioactivity, vehicle safety, collisions and explosions, generating electricity, energy resources
and planetary orbits. In all these contexts the aim is to show pupils how the foundational ideas of force
and motion, energy, waves and electricity can be applied to explain what we observe in a wide range of
applications, and how they can aid us in gathering new knowledge. There is a good mixture of solving
problems using mathematics, thinking and writing about scientific ideas. In this course numerical skills are
important, but any student willing to work hard can still achieve on this course. The essential
mathematical requirements are the ability to manipulate a formula with three terms and the ability to use
and interpret graphical information. Any student who successful completes this course should gain an
understanding of the contribution Physics is making to our lives.

What topics will you study?
1.General Physics
2.Thermal physics
3.Properties of waves, including light and Sound
4. Electricity and magnetism
5. Atomic physics

How will I be Assessed?

Assessment objectives (AO) as a percentage of the qualification:

Assessment Objective Weighting in IGCSE%

AO1 Knowledge with understanding 50%

AO2 Handling information and problem solving 30%

AO3 Experimental skills and investigations 20%
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Core candidates take Extended candidates take

Paper 1 (45mins) 30%
Multiple choice
40 marks
Externally assessed

Paper 2 (45) 30%
Multiple choice
40 marks
Externally assessed

Paper 3 (1hr 15mins) 50%
Short answers and structured questions
(Core content)
80 marks
Externally assessed

Paper 4 (1hr 15mins) 50%
Short answers and structured questions (Core and
extended content)
80 marks
Externally assessed

Paper 5 or 6 20%
Practical Test (1hr 15mins)
Or Alternative to Practical (1hr)

Paper 5 or 6 20%
Practical Test (1hr 15mins)
Or Alternative to Practical (1hr)

Will be eligible for grade C to G Eligible for grades A* to G

Where will this course take me?
● This course gives students a taste of the standard and requirements for A-Level Physics
● Stimulate a love for physics which will endure beyond GCSE
● Provide students with a firm foundation in physics to build towards further studies at A-Level and

beyond.
● It also helps to give a good foundation in solving and manipulating equations which can assist in

mathematics
● A career in Physics related jobs such as Physicist, architecture, engineering, astronomy,

Research and development, Device development, electrical engineer, energy engineering,
Aerospace engineer, metrologist, nuclear engineer, quantitative analyst, electrician.
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Ministry of Education (MoE): Arabic A and B

Link to Curriculum Specification:
https://www.moe.gov.ae/En/ImportantLinks/CurriculumAndAssessment/Pages/GeneralStandards.aspx

Why Study Arabic?
Arabic Language is compulsory to the end of Year 11 for all native Arabic speakers. For non-native
speakers it is compulsory to the end of Year 10 and is optional thereafter. The Arabic language must be
taken in Year 12 and Year 13 to meet the equivalency requirements of the UAE’s general secondary
education certificate (Al Thanawiya).

Arabic A: Ministry of Education Arabic course targets the native speakers of the language. It aims to help
all students to develop their linguistic skills, expose them to many classical and modern literary works and
deepen their understanding Arabic and Islamic culture. Arabic language is important in contributing to
memorizing, understanding and teaching the holy Quran and implementing its rulings, as well as
understanding the Prophet’s (PBUH) hadith. It also helps in spreading knowledge about Islamic sciences,
legal cultures and goodness.
The course content is based on a wide range of selected literary texts that relate to different eras as well
as extracts from the holy quran and the sayings of the prophet  (PBUH). The course content will draw
heavily on:

1. Reading texts: Literary and factual texts
2. writing practice in-line with what was covered during reading lessons
3. Conversational drills where students use and apply the skills they acquired
4. The structure of the language: applied rather than theoretical syntax and morphology

Arabic B:The Ministry of Education Arabic course targets the Non native speakers of the language. It
helps students to develop their linguistic skills , expose them to many classical and modern literary works
and deepen their understanding of Arabic culture. Skills required :

1. Understanding and analysis of written and spoken classic Arabic.
2. Knowledge and application of language skills.
3. Writing for different purposes.
4. Conversing of classic Arabic on a given topic.

How Will I Be Assessed?
Half-term assessments take place as well as a final exam at the end of each academic year.
Students in year 12 will undertake the Ministry of Education Arabic exam at the end of the academic year.
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Ministry of Education (MoE): Islamic Studies A and B

Link to Curriculum Specification:
https://www.moe.gov.ae/En/ImportantLinks/CurriculumAndAssessment/Pages/GeneralStandards.aspx

Why Study Islamic?
The Ministry of Education Islamic Studies course aims to help students understand and live the true
values of Islam and their national traditions, guide them to be a positive active member in their siciaty.
Islamic Studies is compulsory for all Muslim students up to year 12.
The students demonstrate the noble verses, memorizes them, and recite them by using the rules of
tajweed , Students demonstrate honorable hadiths, memorize them, find the ruls and teaching of Islam
from them, in order to follow the moral values which inrich their life. Learn the biography of the Messenger
(P.B.U.H), and the biography of his honorable companions. Students learn the rules of worship. And
students will recognize the pillars of Iman (Faith) and how they improve their consciousness to be more
aware and closer to Allah.

How Will I Be Assessed? :
Students sit exams exams at the end of every term:

Final Exam Assessment
1

Assessment
2

Assessment
3

Quran
Recitation

Quran
Memorization

Nobile Hadith
Memorization

40% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10% 10%

Where will this course take me?
UAE curriculum  provides a basic foundation for further studies in Islamic Studies, Islamic Economy,
Islamic rules and legislations. Also the course works as a great preparation for the specialised study in
the different branches of Islamic science as Hadith, Tafseer, Fiqh and Ahkam Tajweed Al -Quran), and it is
also an equivalency certificate is required for entry to UAE universities and for employment in some UAE
government or semi governmental organisations.
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Ministry of Education (MoE): Moral Education

Link to Curriculum Specification: https://moraleducation.ae/

Why Study Moral Education?
The Moral Education Programme (MEP) in the United Arab Emirates is a 35 hour per year national
curriculum in moral, cultural and civic education for children aged 5 to 16 introduced by the Crown Prince
Court of Abu Dhabi. Moral Education covers four pillars of teaching and learning; Character and Morality,
the Individual and the Community, Civic Studies and Cultural Studies. The four pillars complement one
another, using the lens of moral thinking, learning and building character. Underpinning the curriculum are
the thinking, learning and communication skills relevant to the curriculum, which support development
through 12 grades. The MEP focuses on the key elements of ethics, personal and community
development, culture and heritage, civic education and rights and responsibilities. The curriculum reflects
the very best in citizenship education worldwide and is configured for the needs of children in the
Emirates. It is an innovative, engaging curriculum designed to develop young people of all nationalities
and ages in the UAE with universal principles and values, that reflect the shared experiences of humanity.

How Will I Be Assessed?
This is a non-exam subject in our school. Continuous assessment takes place through in class
debate/discussion and questions.

Where will this course take me?
Students who undertake this programme benefit in many ways long after the programme finishes. They
develop their personal skills and become better citizens and residents of the UAE. It gives students a
positive direction to shape their future and even helps them to know the purpose of their life. It teaches
them the best way to live that can be beneficial to individuals as well as the people around them. The
students are also helped to become more responsible and sensible and to understand the perspective of
life in a better way and lead a successful life as a responsible citizen. It encourages a strong relationship
with family and friends and develops the character and personality of the students.
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Ministry of Education (MoE): UAE Social Studies A and B

Link to Curriculum Specification:
https://www.moe.gov.ae/En/ImportantLinks/CurriculumAndAssessment/Pages/GeneralStandards.aspx

Why Study UAE Social Studies?
UAE Social Studies follows a diverse and engaging curriculum set by the MInistry of Education that gives
schools flexibility in the subject’s delivery. All students in Year 10 and 11 are timetabled one lesson per
week with a focus on promoting a holistic knowledge of the UAE, Asia and Africa. Students cover four key
topic areas in a year: History, Geography, National Education and Economics.

At Pace British School, our vision is to get to the heart of the question ‘Where have we come from and
where are going to?’ We view the subject as a vehicle for developing real depth of understanding in the
past, present and future of the Arabian Peninsula and neighbouring countries and continents. We believe
it to be crucial that students, as future leaders and shapers of our country’s future, are able to appreciate
the extraordinary circumstances that have taken place in and around the UAE for them, and their family,
to be here today.

How Will I Be Assessed?
The assessments have been designed to accelerate the development of skills required in other
Humanities subjects with students taught to write clearly, concisely and critically. All examinations are
internal and skills-based with students needing to demonstrate competence in evaluation, as well as in
using key terminology and facts and figures. Assessment focus on addressing UAE Social Studies
Learning Outcomes with the following Learning Domains:

Domain 1: Knowledge of Social Studies Components
Domain 2: Literacy in Social Studies
Domain 3: Communication and Presentation
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Optional Subjects:
Accounting IGCSE (0452)

Arabic First Language IGCSE (0508)

Arabic Foreign Language IGCSE (0544)

Art and Design IGCSE (0400)

Business Studies IGCSE (0450)

Computer Science IGCSE (0478)

English Literature IGCSE (0475)

French as a Foreign Language IGCSE (0525)

Geography IGCSE (0460)

Global Perspectives IGCSE (0457)

History IGCSE (0470)

Information and Communication Technology IGCSE (0417)

Islamiyat IGCSE (0493)

Physical Education IGCSE (0413)
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Accounting IGCSE (0452)

Link to Cambridge Exam Specification:
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/596935-2023-2025-syllabus.pdf

Why Study Accounting?
The aims are to enable students to develop:

● knowledge and understanding of the principles and purposes of accounting for individuals,
businesses, non-trading organisations and society as a whole

● an understanding of accounting concepts, principles, policies, techniques, procedures and
terminology

● improved skills of numeracy, literacy, communication, enquiry, presentation and interpretation •
improved accuracy, orderliness and the ability to think logically

● an excellent foundation for advanced study.

How Will I Be Assessed

Where will this course take me?
The course provides opportunities to gain skills that will support progression to further study of
Accounting, and to enhance future educational or employment prospects. Accounting qualifications can
be particularly valuable for students wishing to progress into accountancy or financial careers; accountant
graduates tend to have excellent employment prospects, allowing many students to work in a range of
global sectors and industries.
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Arabic First Language IGCSE (0508)

Link to Cambridge Exam Specification:
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/414246-2020-2021-syllabus.pdf (English)
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/553957-syllabus-2020-2021-arabic.pdf (Arabic)

Why Study Arabic A?
The Cambridge IGCSE First Language Arabic syllabus is designed for students whose first language is
Arabic. The course allows learners to:

1. develop the ability to communicate clearly, accurately and effectively when writing
2. learn how to use a wide range of vocabulary, and correct spelling, punctuation and grammar
3. develop a personal style and an awareness of the audience being addressed.

Learners are also encouraged to read widely, both for their own enjoyment and in order to develop an
appreciation of how writers achieve their effects. Cambridge IGCSE First Language Arabic also develops
more general analysis and communication skills such as synthesis, inference and the ability to order facts
and present opinions effectively The syllabus also complements other areas of study by encouraging
skills of more general application.

How Will I Be Assessed?
All candidates will sit 2 papers:

Where will this course take me?
Candidates will be able to:

1. understand and communicate information at both a straightforward and a complex level.
2. understand facts, ideas and opinions, and order and present what is relevant for specific purpose
3. describe and reflect upon experience and detail, analysing effectively what is felt and imagined
4. recognise the implicit meanings and attitudes of a writer.
5. show a clear sense of audience and an understanding of appropriate uses of language.
6. write in well-constructed paragraphs, using a full range of appropriate sentence structures and

showing accuracy in spelling and punctuation

All of this should prepare them for taking the Arabic as a first language A level exam and will qualify them
for better opportunities in the job market.
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Arabic Foreign Language IGCSE (0544)

Link to Cambridge Exam Specification:
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/414385-2020-syllabus.pdf

Why Study Arabic B?
This syllabus is designed for students who are learning Arabic as a foreign language. The aim is to
develop an ability to use the language effectively for practical communication. The course is based on the
linked language skills of listening, reading, speaking and writing, and these are built on as learners
progress through their studies The syllabus also aims to offer insights into the culture of countries where
Arabic is spoken, thus encouraging positive attitudes towards language learning and towards speakers of
other languages.

How Will I Be Assessed?
All candidates take all four papers. Candidates will be eligible for grades A* to G. All papers test Modern
Standard Arabic.

Paper 1: Listening (25%)
Approximately 50 minutes

40 marks
Candidates listen to a number of recordings
And answer multi-choice and matching questions
Externally assessed

Paper 2: Reading (25%)
1 hour

45 marks
Candidates read a number of texts and answer
multi- choice and matching questions as well as
questions requiring short answers.
Externally assessed.

Paper 3: Speaking (25%)
Approximately 10 minutes

40 marks
Candidates complete one role play and
conversation on two topics.
Internally assessed and externally moderated.

Paper 4: Writing (25%)
1 hour

45 marks
Candidates complete one form filling task,
One direct writing task and task in the format of an
email/letter or an article/blog.
Externally assessed.

Where will this course take me?
Content will draw heavily on :
-Reading texts: literary and factual texts.
-Writing practice in line with  what was covered during reading lessons.
-conversational drills where students use and apply the skills they acquired.
-The structure of the language : applied rather than theoretical syntax and morphology.
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Art and Design IGCSE (0400)

Link to Cambridge Exam Specification:
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/414139-2020-2022-syllabus.pdf

Why Study Art?
Cambridge IGCSE Art and Design is accepted by universities, art colleges and employers as evidence of
experiences and skills in developing and producing a range of artefacts and designs showing visual
knowledge and understanding along with critical and cultural awareness. Art and Design complements
literary, mathematical, scientific and factual subjects. It is especially concerned with the development of
visual perception and aesthetics. The subject encourages visual communication and is a means of
expressing ideas and feelings. A personal and independent perspective is encouraged at all times.
Successful Art and Design candidates gain lifelong skills, including: • confidence and enthusiasm as they
develop technical skills in two and three dimensional form and composition • the ability to identify and
solve problems in visual and tactile forms • how to develop ideas from initial attempts to final solutions.

How Will I Be Assessed?
Students must take two components, Component 1 and at least one other. This is a coursework based
component complete in term 3 of Year 10 and term 1 of Year 11.

Components Requirement Weighting

Component 1
Broad-based assignment

100 marks
Externally assessed

Supporting studies
Unlimited preparatory period during
which time candidates produce their
supporting studies.

and the
Controlled test
Candidates take an eight-hour test.

50 %

Component 2
Design-based assignment

100 marks
Externally assessed

Supporting studies
Unlimited preparatory period during
which time candidates produce their
supporting studies.

and the
Controlled test
Candidates take an eight-hour test.

50 %
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Component 3
Critical and historical assignment

100 marks
Externally assessed

Folder
Candidates produce a folder of
1500-2000 words with illustrative
material (maximum size A2) 50 %

Component 4
Coursework assignment

100 marks
Internally marked by teachers and
externally moderated.

Supporting portfolio
Candidates produce a portfolio of up
to four sheets (eight sides) of A2.
and the
Final outcome
Candidates produce a final outcome
in a chosen medium.

50 %

Where will this course take me?
Art is a useful qualification either for progression to IB DP and Higher Education in an Art or Design
subject or as a general background to creative courses and careers. Taking Art & Design as an option can
lead to many exciting opportunities for the future. With Art you may become an interior designer or the
next big animator. You could go into illustration, architecture, fashion or graphic design. There are literally
thousands of options. Even if you are not planning on a future career in the creative arts, it looks great on
college and university applications. This is because being an artist requires passion, imagination, risk
taking and shows commitment, individuality and creativity. Qualities and skills used in every career.
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Business Studies IGCSE (0450)

Link to Cambridge Exam Specification:
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/414126-2020-2022-syllabus.pdf

Why Study Business Studies?
The IGCSE Business Studies syllabus develops students' understanding of business activity in the public
and private sectors, and the importance of innovation and change. Students learn how the major types of
business organization are established, financed and run, and how their activities are regulated. Factors
influencing business decision-making are also considered, as are the essential values of cooperation and
interdependence. The course gives an overview of marketing, Human Resource., operations and financial
management. Successful IGCSE Business Studies students gain lifelong skills, including the confidence
to calculate and interpret business data; communication skills including the need to support arguments
with reasons.

How Will I Be Assessed?
Two written examinations
Paper 1:  One and a half hours,  50% of the marks (Short answer and structured questions)
Paper 2:  One and a half hours,  50% of the marks (Based on case study)

Where will this course take me?

Cambridge IGCSE Business Studies is accepted by
universities and employers as proof of an understanding of
business concepts and techniques across a range of
different types of businesses. The syllabus provides both a
foundation for further study at Cambridge International A
Level and ideal preparation for the world of work.

IGCSE Business Studies provides a basic foundation for all
management courses such as Bachelor of Business
Administration, Master of Business Administration, Chartered
Accountancy and Management Information Systems.
Students pursue careers in management consultancy,
investment banking, general management and public sector
management, among other areas.
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Computer Science IGCSE (0478)

Link to Cambridge Exam Specification:
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/595424-2023-2025-syllabus.pdf

Why Study Computer Science?

Learners have grown up in a world where technology is evolving rapidly, creating new subject areas to
explore and changing the way people work in every area from medicine and fashion, to engineering and
economics. It is vital that students develop a grasp of these ideas and concepts that will shape the world
in the future.

Computer Science explores the principles of digital technology and a way of working that is called
“computational thinking”, with programming as a core of the course. Students will apply their
understanding to develop computer- based solutions to problems using algorithms and a high-level
programming language (Python, Javascript etc). They also develop a range of technical skills, as well as
the ability to test effectively and to evaluate computing solutions. This qualification will help learners
appreciate current and emerging computing technologies and the benefits of their use.

Students will learn to recognise the ethical issues and potential risks when using computers.
Understanding the principles of Computer Science provides learners with the underpinning knowledge
required for many other subjects in Science and Engineering. If you enjoyed Scratch or Python in KS3
then students may find Computer Science is the subject for them.

The aims are to enable students to develop:
● computational thinking skills
● an understanding of the main principles of solving problems using computers.
● the skills necessary to solve computer-based problems using a high-level programming language

.
● an understanding of the component parts of computer systems and how they interrelate
● an understanding of the internet as a means of communication and its associated risks
● an understanding of the development and use of automated and emerging technologies.
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How Will I Be Assessed?

All candidates take two components. Candidates will be eligible for grades A* to G.

Paper1:Computer Systems Paper2:Algorithms,Programming and Logic

1 Hr 45minutes 1 Hr 45minutes

75Marks,50% 75Marks,50%

Short-answer and structured questions Short-answer and structured questions

Questions will be based on Topics 1–6 of the
subject content , All questions are compulsory No
calculators are permitted ,Externally assessed

Short-answer and structured questions and a
scenario-based question Questions will be based
on Topics 7–10 of the subject content All
questions are compulsory No calculators are
permitted Externally assessed

Where will this course take me?

There are similarities between ICT and Computer Science but they are actually different fields. Whilst the
emphasis in ICT is using applications and software, in Computer Science, the emphasis is on building
and developing programs and software.

There is a huge shortage of people who can ‘code’ and as such, employees with a good coding ability are
highly sought after; the demand is extremely high. Games, websites and mobile apps aren’t developed by
simply clicking a button. They are developed by people who can work collaboratively, problem solve,
persevere, strive to develop the best, take on feedback and constantly evaluate one’s own work.
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English Literature IGCSE (0475)

Link to Cambridge Exam Specification:
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/596436-2023-2025-syllabus.pdf

Why Study English?
Cambridge IGCSE Literature (English) is accepted by universities and employers as proof of real
knowledge and understanding. Successful candidates gain lifelong skills, including the ability to:
• Read, interpret and evaluate texts through the study of literature in English
• Develop an understanding of literal and implicit meaning, relevant contexts and of the deeper themes or
attitudes that may be expressed
• Recognise and appreciate the ways in which writers use English to achieve a range of effects
• Present an informed, personal response to materials they have studied
• Explore wider and universal issues, promoting students’ better understanding of themselves and of the
world around them.

How Will I Be Assessed?
All candidates take Paper 1 Poetry and Prose, and EITHER Paper 2 Drama, OR Paper 3 Drama (Open
Text) and Paper 4 Unseen, OR Paper 3 Drama (Open Text) and Component 5 Coursework. Candidates
will be eligible for grades A* to G.
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Where will this course take me?
English Literature is an excellent way to demonstrate a deep interest and skill in the use of the English
language, regardless of the type of English Language course followed (First Language or Second
Language).
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French as a Foreign Language IGCSE (0520)

Link to Cambridge Exam Specification:
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/556974-2022-2024-syllabus.pdf

Why Study French?
Cambridge IGCSE French develops a set of transferable skills for understanding and communicating in
everyday situations in French. Learners begin to develop cultural awareness of countries and
communities where French is spoken. They acquire the essential linguistic skills required for progression
to further studies or employment. Our approach in Cambridge IGCSE French encourages learners to be:
confident, using new and familiar structures and vocabulary to communicate with others in everyday
situations responsible, seeking opportunities to use and develop their language skills reflective,
considering how to communicate different ideas and attitudes innovatively, applying language to a variety
of situations engaged, developing learning strategies which help them to express their ideas and their
understanding of other cultures. Some people choose French because it is spoken in so many countries.
Others enjoy exploring the rich literary, historical, and cultural traditions of the French-speaking world.
Some just fall in love.

How Will I Be Assessed?
Assessment objectives as a percentage of the qualification Assessment objective Weighting in IGCSE %

AO1 Listening: 25% AO2 Reading: 25% AO3 Speaking: 25% AO4 Writing: 25%

L1: understand the main points
and key information in simple
everyday material
L2: understand clear speech on
a range of familiar topics
L3: understand the description of
events and expression of ideas,
opinions and attitudes in simple
texts
L4: identify and select relevant
information in predictable texts

R1: understand the main points
and key information in simple
everyday material
R2: understand authentic factual
texts on a range of familiar topics
R3: understand the description of
events and expression of ideas,
opinions and attitudes in simple
texts
R4: identify and select relevant
information in predictable texts

S1: communicate clearly and
effectively in a range of
predictable everyday situations
S2: engage in conversations on
familiar topics, expressing
opinions and feelings
S3: use a range of structures
and vocabulary with reasonable
accuracy
S4: demonstrate some ability to
maintain interaction
S5: show some control of
pronunciation and intonation

W1: communicate simple factual
information clearly for everyday
purposes
W2: write simple phrases and
sentences on a familiar topic
W3: write simple connected texts
describing events, experiences,
opinions and hopes and
ambitions
W4: use a range of simple
vocabulary and language
structures reasonably accurate

Where will this course take me?
French is one of the top ten majors most likely to lead to less
unemployment and higher earnings. It’s no secret that knowing a second
language can give you a huge advantage in the workplace. Those who
are fluent in Canada’s two official languages frequently enjoy both higher
employment rates and higher income levels when compared to the rest of
Canadians. Throughout the course with us, you will be able to open a
new window on all aspects of French culture, life, literature, daily routine,
tourism, hospitality, cuisine, etc… and you will be able to simply
communicate in a French-speaking working environment.
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Geography IGCSE (0460)

Link to Cambridge Exam Specification:
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/414139-2020-2022-syllabus.pdf

Why Study Geography?
Cambridge IGCSE Geography is a challenging and interesting subject. The syllabus draws upon
disciplines such as biology, earth science, Environmental Management, Economics and Anthropology.
Underlying the syllabus there is recognition that cultural, social and political attitudes directly influence the
economy of nature. Successful Cambridge IGCSE Geography candidates develop lifelong skills,
including: An understanding of the processes which affect physical and human environments; an
understanding of location on a local, regional and global scale; the ability to use and understand
geographical data and information; An understanding of how communities around the world are affected
and constrained by different environments. Successful Cambridge IGCSE Geography candidates develop
lifelong skills, including:

• An understanding of the impacts which both physical and human geography can have and the
processes which affect their development.
• A sense of place and an understanding of relative location on a local, regional and global scale.
• The ability to use and understand geographical data and information.
• An understanding of how communities and cultures around the world and how they are affected and
constrained by different environments.

How Will I Be Assessed?
Paper 1: 1 hour 45 minutes;
Geographical Themes

Paper 2: 1 hour 30 minutes;
Geographical Skills

Paper 4: Alternative to
coursework 1 hour 30 minutes

Three questions; 1-Population
Theme, 2-Natural Theme,
3-Economic Development
Theme.
(75 marks: 45% of total
assessment).

The paper tests interpretation
and analysis of geographical
information, decision making
and the application. (60 marks:
27.5 % of total assessment)

Paper 4: Alternative to
coursework 1 hour 30 minutes

Where will this course take me?
By studying Geography you’ll gain a comprehensive and flexible qualification that will equip you to work
with local governments, the Civil Services, the armed forces, Ministry of Defense, police services, private
companies; environmental consultancies, environmental protection agencies, facilities management
companies, information systems organizations, real estate and foreign services. In addition, the skills
learnt in Geography are extremely transferrable and link and support other academic subjects such as
Mathematics and the core and applied Sciences. Here is a short list of careers that see Geography as an
important qualification to have in the job market: Accountant, Business Owner, Architect, Fashion
Designer, Doctor, Lawyer, Urban Planner, Teacher, Geochemist. In short, every job needs a good
Geographer!
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Global Perspectives IGCSE (0457)

Link to Cambridge Exam Specification:
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/555760-2022-2024-syllabus.pdf

Why Study Global Perspectives?
Cambridge IGCSE Global Perspectives provides opportunities for enquiry into, and reflection on, key
global issues from a personal, local/national and global perspective. Young people globally face
unprecedented challenges in an interconnected and information heavy world, not least in how they will
gain a sense of their own active place in the world and cope with changes that will impact on their life
chances and life choices. Students will have opportunities to acquire and apply a range of skills, including:
gathering, synthesising and communicating information, collaborating with others to achieve a common
outcome, analysing and evaluating planning, processes and outcomes, developing and justifying a line of
reasoning, students will explore stimulating topics that have global significance. They will assess
information critically and explore lines of reasoning. They will learn to collaborate with others from another
culture, community or country, directing much of their own learning and developing an independence of
thought.

How Will I Be Assessed?
Individual Research Group Project Written Paper

Candidates carry out research
based on two topic areas and
submit an Individual Research
report on each topic. Externally
assessed. (80 marks: 40% of
total assessment)

Candidates collaborate to
produce a plan and carry out a
group project.
Individual Element: Candidates
evaluate the plan, process and
outcome of the group project as
well as their individual
contributions. Internally
assessed. (60 marks: 30 % of
total assessment)

The Written Paper consists of
compulsory questions based on
a range of sources provided with
the paper. Sources will present
global issues from a range of
perspectives. External
Assessment. (60 marks: 30% of
total assessment)

Where will this course take me?
Global Perspective is offered by many schools around the world, as it forms a strong foundation for
research in any branch of science or humanities. Candidates who are awarded grades C to A* In
Cambridge IGCSE Global Perspectives are well prepared to follow courses leading to Cambridge
International AS and A Level or the equivalent in a wide variety of subjects, especially across the
humanities and social sciences. In particular, this IGCSE syllabus allows progression to Advanced level
Global Perspectives qualifications. Moreover, it helps the students to compete with their peers doing the
IB curriculum. By studying Global Perspectives you’ll gain a comprehensive and flexible qualification that
will equip you to take up career paths that include entering into international relations, trade, foreign
affairs, diplomacy, politics, local government, environmental research and planning and international
development.
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History IGCSE (0470)

Link to Cambridge Exam Specification:
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/414141-2020-2022-syllabus.pdf

Why Study History?
Cambridge IGCSE is accepted by universities and employers worldwide as providing proof of historical
knowledge and understanding as well as analysis and evaluation skills.
History is the study of the past. This syllabus offers the opportunity to study world history from the
nineteenth century to the beginning of the twenty-first century. Learners will explore history from a
diversity of perspectives, including social, economic, cultural and political. Cambridge IGCSE History
encourages learners to raise questions and to develop and deploy historical skills, knowledge and
understanding in order to provide historical explanations. Learners studying Cambridge IGCSE History
are given the opportunity to: develop an interest in and enthusiasm for learning about and understanding
the past, explore historical concepts such as cause and consequence, change and continuity, and
similarity and difference, appreciate historical evidence and how to use it, gain a greater understanding of
international issues and inter-relationships and learn how to present clear, logical arguments. The
emphasis within the syllabus is as much on developing lifelong historical skills as on acquiring knowledge.

How Will I Be Assessed?
All candidates take three components. All candidates take Paper 1, Paper 2 and Paper 4.

Paper 1: 2 hours Written
Paper

Paper 2: 2 hours Written
Paper

Paper 4: Alternative to
Coursework 1 hour

Candidates answer three essay
questions [Externally marked].
(60 marks: 40 % of total
assessment)

Candidates answer six
questions on one prescribed
topic taken from the Core
Content.
(50 marks: 33 % of total
assessment)

Candidates answer one
question on an in-depth Study
[Externally marked].
(40 marks: 27 % of total
assessment)

Where will this course take me?
The skills taught in History are very transferable to a number of different areas.The rigorous research,
communication skills and writing requirements asked of history majors offer excellent preparation for
careers in law, journalism, public relations, technical writing, administration, domestic and foreign
government service, educators, education directors, curators, guides, and interpreters, historical
consultants, contract archivists, public historians, writers, and even filmmakers. This is in addition to being
an excellent introduction to the study of History at IB and University levels.
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Information and Communication Technology IGCSE (0417)

Link to Cambridge Exam Specification:
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/466435-2020-2022-syllabus.pdf

Why Study Information and Communication Technology (ICT)?
Information communications technology refers to the study of any technology that uses
telecommunication to store, transmit or access digital information. It focuses on the way that modern
technology affects our society and how we communicate. Taking IGCSE Information and Communication
Technology will enable students to:

● develop their understanding of the implications of technology on society
● use a range of software applications to develop ICT skills
● become experienced in a wide range of technical and social tools
● develop skills like time management, communication and digital literacy

How Will I Be Assessed?
All candidates take three papers.

Paper 1 (40%)
2 hours
ICT Theory

Paper 2 (30%)
2 hours 30 minutes
Document Production, Data
Manipulation and Presentations

Paper 3 (30%)
2 hours 30 minutes
Data Analysis and Website
Authoring

100 marks

Questions will be based on  the
subject content .
All questions are compulsory
Externally assessed

80 marks

This test assesses the practical skills
needed to use the applications
covered on the subject content.
Candidates must demonstrate the
practical skills.
All tasks are compulsory
Externally assessed

80 marks

This test assesses the practical skills
needed to use the applications
covered on the subject content.
Candidates must demonstrate the
practical skills.
All tasks are compulsory Externally
assessed

Where will this course take me?
ICT graduates could also look for employment in the media (broadcast engineer, multimedia broadcaster,
sound technician) military (armed forces technical officer, intelligence officer, satellite technician) or
finance (credit analyst, commodity broker, financial risk analyst). ICT Careers Include, Computer
Programmers, Web Designer, Database Analysts, Project Managers, Social Media Managers, Social
Community Managers, Security/Networking Analysts, Technology Support, Mobile Application
Developers, Technical Trainers/Managers, e-Marketing Specialists, Digital Specialists, Public
Relations/Content Marketing, Web Development Specialists, Social Media & Marketing Coordinators,
Integrated Marketing Strategists, Corporate Communications Coordinators, Online Engagement
Specialists
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Islamiyat IGCSE (0493)

Link to Cambridge Exam Specification:
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/556872-2022-2023-syllabus-.pdf

Why Study Information and Communication Technology (ICT)?
The aims of these syllabus are to enable learners to develop an understanding the importance of the
major beliefs of Islam, and of the early history of the Islamic community. As a result, learners develop their
knowledge and understanding of the main elements of Islamic faith and history, evaluating the meaning
and importance of these elements in the lives and thoughts of Muslims. Although the syllabus is studied in
English, some familiarity with passages from the Qur'an and Hadith in Arabic is assumed.

How Will I Be Assessed?
Students sit an external examination set by the Cambridge Assessment International Education(CAIE).
The examination consists of two papers (Paper 1 and Paper 2) the details of which can be found in the
table below.

Paper 1 (A01)  68% Paper 2 (A02) 32%

Exam Duration
time

1½ hours Examination 1½ hours Examination

Assessment
objectives

Recall, select and present relevant facts from
the main elements of the faith and history of
Islam. (Knowledge)

Demonstrate understanding of their significance in the
teachings of Islam and in the lives of Muslims.
(Understanding)

Syllabus
content

● Major themes of the Qur’an.
● The history and importance of the

Qur’an.
● The life and importance of the Prophet

Muhammad (pbuh).
● The first Islamic community.

● Major teachings in the Hadiths of the Prophet
● The history and importance of the Hadiths
● The period of rule of the Rightly Guided

Caliphs and their importance as leaders
● The Articles of Faith and the Pillars of Islam

Where will this course take me?
Cambridge IGCSE Islamiyatis is accepted by universities and
employers as evidence of ability and understanding of the
fundamental and practical principles of Islam on an individual
and societal scale. Cambridge IGCSE Islamiyat syllabus
provides a basic foundation for further studies in Islamic Law,
Islamic Economy, Islamic rules and legislations. Also the
course works as a great preparation for the specialised study
in the different branches of Islamic science as Hadith, Tafseer,
Fiqh and Ahkam Tajweed Al -Quran).
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Physical Education IGCSE (0413)

Link to Cambridge Exam Specification: 555751-2022-2024-syllabus.pdf

Why Study PE?
The syllabus provides students with an opportunity to study both the practical and theoretical aspects of
Physical Education. It is also designed to foster enjoyment in physical activity. The knowledge gained
should enable students to develop an understanding of effective and safe physical performance.
Students will study all of the following topics: 1- Anatomy and physiology 2 - Health, fitness and training 3
- Skill acquisition and psychology 4 - Social, cultural and ethical influences
Students will also undertake four different sports chosen from at least two of the seven categories listed

How Will I Be Assessed?
All students take two components

Theory Component 2

Exam Paper -1 hour 45 minutes
Makes up 50% of total grade
100 marks
Short and structured questions.
Candidates answer all questions.
Externally assessed

Coursework- makes up 50% of total grade
100 marks
Students choose four physical activities from at
least two different categories.
Each activity is marked out of 25 marks.
Internally assessed/Externally moderated

Where will this course take me?
Physical Education lends itself to a range of careers in sports and fitness as well as other industries that
you may not have considered before. For example, did you know that many nutritionists, physical
therapists and chiropractors have a degree in PE? Some careers that you could consider doing with PE
include Sports science, PE teacher, Physiotherapist, Professional sportsperson, Sports coach/consultant,
Sports policy at local and national level, Diet and fitness instructor, Personal trainer
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